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March 22, 2020
Bible Story Focus: I can follow Jesus.
The Twelve • The Gospels
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV
Key Question: Who can you follow?
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
SOCIAL: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

Disciple Match
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while having fun and learning new concepts

WORSHIP: Inviting People to Respond to God

Follow On
STORY: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways

Bible Story

Prayer
GROUPS: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Twelve Friends
Talk About God | Bible Story Review 

Made to Create: An activity that allows preschoolers to review the Bible story, bottom line, or memory verse by creating a craft 
Follow Him
Live for God | Application Activity 
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn


Journal and Prayer

Pray to God | Prayer Activity

Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

March 22, 2020
Bible Story Focus: I can follow Jesus.
The Twelve • The Gospels
Memory Verse: “‘Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” Matthew 4:19, NIrV
Key Question: Who can you follow?
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and Small Group Leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the day’s Bible story.

Disciple Match
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while having fun and 
learning new concepts
What You Need: “Disciples” Activity Page, cardstock, and scissors
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Make two copies of “Disciples” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out on dotted lines.
During the Activity: Encourage children to find all of the disciple matches. Split the game into 2 rounds so there are only 6 disciples in play at a time. Provide hand-over-hand help with choosing and flipping cards, as needed. 
After the Activity: Talk about how all these men follow someone special in our story today.
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “Look at all the men on these cards. (Pause.) These are Jesus’ friends, the disciples. We are going to play a game where we try to find the matches for each of them.” (Mix all the cards together and lay them face down.)
During the Activity: “Pick a card. (Pause.) This disciple [disciple’s name]. Pick another card to see if you can find the match. (Pause.) Did we find a match? (Pause.) Flip them over and let’s try another card. (Continue until all the matches have been made.) Great job finding all the disciple matches!”
After the Activity: “All these men, the disciples, follow someone very special in today’s story. Who do you think it is? (Pause.) Yes! You’re right, they all followed Jesus.”
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by counting to 12. Make it interesting by counting 12 leaders or objects on the way.
Worship: Inviting People to Respond to God
Engage kids’ hearts through dynamic and interactive worship in a Large Group setting.

Use the full mix of the monthly song provided with the curriculum to lead your preschoolers in worship. Encourage children to be active during worship by incorporating the appropriate hand motions.  

What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19, NIrV. You will need a music player and this month’s worship song, “Follow On,” which is included in your monthly files. The dance moves video for “Follow On” is available on the Orange Store or in your media package if you subscribe. 
LEADER: “Hey, everybody! I’ve loved learning about following Jesus with you this month. Who can you follow?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.”
LEADER: “Yes, you can! [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. Anywhere He leads is right where we belong. Let’s sing!
(Lead children in singing “Follow On,” this month’s worship song.)
“Jesus will always show us the right way to go. Who can you follow?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.”

LEADER: “That’s right. [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. Let’s say our verse together. “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me (march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19. (Open hands like a book.) Say it with me!
(Say the verse and do the motions several times together.)

“Great job, friends! Tell me: Who can you follow?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.”

Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways  

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

Choose an engaging adult to tell the Bible story. This person should be able to command the attention of preschoolers and control the group through animated storytelling. These scripts are written to be “told” and not “read.” Advanced preparation is necessary. 

First Look offers weekly introductory sketches and Bible stories on the DVD titled “Wonder, Look at God’s Story.” This DVD is available for purchase at OrangeStore.org or as part of your monthly Media Package.
Bible Story
What You Need: A Bible

Optional Story Images can be found in the Large Group Images folder. (02_LG_Images) They can be used in conjunction with this script.

LEADER: “Today I want to tell you all about 12 special friends! These friends followed Jesus and did what He did. 

(Option: Story Image W4 01)
“Jesus had 12 good friends called the disciples. What were they called?”

CHILDREN: “The disciples.”

LEADER: (Walk behind the line of children.) “They were Peter, Andrew, James, John, the other James, Matthew, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Judas, Thaddeus, and Simon. Let’s learn a bit more about them. 

“Peter and Andrew were brothers. And so were James and John. And all four of these guys were fishermen! 

“Matthew used to be a tax collector. 

“And Judas was in charge of the group’s money. 

“There was Simon and the other James who was younger than James the fisherman. 

“And then Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, and Thaddeus.

“Do you want to know the most important thing these guys did? Can you guess? When Jesus said, ‘Follow me,’ they did it! They became the disciples, and Jesus was their leader. Everywhere Jesus went, the disciples went. 

“The disciples followed Jesus and saw Him do so many amazing things! They saw Him make sick people better. 

(Option: Story Image W4 02)

They saw Him feed people who were hungry. 

(Option: Story Image W4 03)
They saw Jesus be kind and loving to everyone.

(Option: Story Image W4 04)
(Make sure all the children are back in a line along the front of the stage.) 

“They watched Him. They followed Him. And when Jesus went away, the disciples did what Jesus did. And that’s what we can do, too.
“Just like Jesus’ friends, the disciples, we can follow Jesus and do what He did, too! Tell me: Who can you follow?”
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus.”

LEADER: “Yes, you can! Just like the disciples, [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus. Let’s pray.”

PRAYER

LEADER: “God, thank You for loving us. Help us to follow Jesus just like the disciples did. We want to love others and help when we can. Thanks for loving us. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while reinforcing the bottom line that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences. In addition, these activities provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships with their Small Group Leader.
Twelve Friends
Talk About God | Bible Story Review 
Made to Create: An activity that allows preschoolers to review the Bible story, bottom line, or memory verse by creating a craft
What You Need: “Boat” Activity Page, cardstock, craft sticks (12 per child), smiley face stickers (12 per child), construction paper (one per child), scissors, stapler, staples, and glue sticks
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Boat” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart (one per child). (Optional: Cut out the boats.) Fold construction paper in half and staple the two sides. Divide out the 12 craft sticks and 12 smiley face stickers for each child. 
During the Activity: Encourage children to cut out and glue their boat onto the construction paper folder with the opening facing up. Have children put a smiley face sticker on the end of each of the craft sticks. Put all the disciples in the boat. Write the child’s name on the back of their boat. Provide hand-over-hand help with gluing and stickering, a needed. 

After the Activity: Retell the Bible Story using the Story Images, and talk about how we all can follow Jesus.

What You Say:
Before the Activity: “We’ve been learning about some men who were known as the disciples. Let’s find out a little more about them.” 
During the Activity: “In front of you is a picture of a boat. Can you cut your boat out? (Pause.) Super. Now glue it to the paper folder. Make sure the folder opening is pointing up. (Pause.) Great! Put one smiley face sticker on the end of each of your craft sticks. (Pause.) These are going to be the disciples. Let’s count them. (Count the sticks.) Put them in your boat.”
After the Activity: “Jesus had 12 good friends called the disciples. Peter and Andrew were brothers. So were James and John! And all four of these guys were fishermen! Matthew used to be a tax collector. Judas was in charge of the group’s money. Do you want to know the most important thing all these guys did? When Jesus said, ‘Follow me,’ they did it! They became the disciples, and Jesus was their leader. Everywhere Jesus went, the disciples went. They saw Jesus do SO MANY amazing things. They saw Him make sick people better. They saw Him feed people who were hungry. They saw Jesus be kind and loving to everyone. They watched Him. They followed Him. And, when He went away, the disciples did what Jesus did. And that’s what we can do, too. Just like Jesus’ friends the disciples, we can follow Jesus and do what He did, too! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.”
Follow Him

Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: “Follow” Activity Page, cardstock, and pom-poms or beanbags
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Follow” on cardstock. 
During the Activity: Give each child a pom-pom or beanbag. Move Jesus and instruct the children to throw their pom-poms/beanbags toward the picture. Move Jesus again, and children pick up their pom-poms/beanbags and throw them again. Repeat as desired. 
If movement is a concern, allow the children to stay seated, Move left to right instead of forward and backward. 
After the Activity:  Use the Story images when reviewing the events from the Bible story. 

Talk about how we all can follow Him.
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “We’ve been learning that we all can follow Jesus just like his friends, the disciples, did.”
During the Activity: “Take a pom-pom/beanbag and hold on to it until I say to throw it. 

So Jesus went to the fishermen—Peter, Andrew, James, and John—and said, ‘Follow me.’ (Back up several steps.) Okay, throw your pom-poms/beanbags to follow Jesus. (Pause.) Then Jesus went to Matthew and Judas and said, ‘Follow me.’ (Back up several steps.) Okay, grab your pom-poms/beanbags and throw them to follow Jesus. (Pause.) He went to the other James, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Thaddeus, and Simon, and said, ‘Follow me.’ (Back up several steps.) Okay, grab your pom-poms/beanbags and throw them to follow Jesus. (Pause.) Fantastic! Grab all the pom-poms/beanbags and come sit with me.” (Pause.)
After the Activity: “All of Jesus’ friends became the disciples, and Jesus was their leader. Everywhere Jesus went, the disciples went. They saw Jesus do SO MANY amazing things. They saw Him make sick people better. They saw Him feed people who were hungry. They saw Jesus be kind and loving to everyone. They watched Him. They followed Him. And, when He went away, the disciples did what Jesus did. And that’s what we can do, too. Just like Jesus’ friends, the disciples, we can follow Jesus and do what He did! Who can you follow? [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus.”
Journal and Prayer

Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Matthew 4:19. Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group. Copy of the MV_Handmotions.pdf with pictures cut out. Story visuals from the large group folder.

As you review the Bible story, use the story visuals from the large group folder to prompt answers to the review questions. Allow children who are non-verbal to hold up each square of the memory verse in place of repeating the verse verbally. In addition, create an index card with each child’s name that they can copy. Provide hand-over-hand help, as needed. 
SMALL GROUP LEADER (SGL): “It’s Small Group time. This time, let’s pretend you are little puppies and I’m the big dog leader. Can you go, ‘Ruff-ruff,’ like a little puppy? (Pause.) You sound like little puppies to me! Come on, little puppies. Follow me!

(Pretend you are a dog as you lead the children to your Small Group spot.)
“Here we are, little puppies! Thank you for following me. Now let’s sit down and talk about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me!

(Open the Bible and lay it open in front of the children.)
“Our Bible story today was about 12 men called the disciples. Jesus told all of the men to follow Him. And they did! They became Jesus’ closest friends and they followed Jesus everywhere He went.

“Are the 12 disciples from our story the only people who can follow Jesus?

(Pause for response.)
“Noooooo. Everyone can follow Jesus! [Child’s name] can follow Jesus and (repeat with each child’s name). So, tell me: Who can you follow?”
CHILDREN and SGL: [Bottom Line] “I can follow Jesus!”

SGL: “Yes, you can! You can follow Jesus just like the disciples did. And the Bible verse we have been learning will help us remember that Jesus wants us to follow Him. I’ll read it one time and then we can say it together with the motions.

(Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.)
“Come and follow me,’ Jesus said, Matthew 4:19.
(Close Bible and lay it down.)
“See? Jesus wants us to follow Him, too! Let’s stand up and say that together with the motions.”

CHILDREN and SGL: “Come (motion toward yourself with hand) and follow me (march),” Jesus said (hands to mouth like yelling), Matthew 4:19.” (Open hands like a book.) (Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)
SGL: “Wow! You are so good at saying that verse!

(Give each child a high five.)
“Let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God.”
(Hold journal and fun-shaped pen.)

“Jesus asked 12 men to follow Him, and they became His closest friends, the disciples. Jesus wants us to follow Him, too! That’s why I want each of you to write your name in our prayer journal today. I want to pray that we will all follow Jesus.

(Say each child’s name, and let them write their first name in the prayer journal. Encourage them to do the best they can. They may only know the first letter of their name, and that’s okay.)
“You did a wonderful job writing your names. Thank you for doing that! Let me add my name because [Bottom Line] I can follow Jesus, too. (Write your name.)
“There. Now, would anyone like to pray before I pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)
Prayer

SGL: “Dear God, thank You that my friends (name each child) get to come to church and hear about how much Jesus loves them. Thank You that they get to hear that Jesus wants to be their friend forever. I pray that (name each child) will follow Jesus, because He is the best friend we could ever have and He will always lead us the best way. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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